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The Petitpain Case.

THE PRISONER ERELEASED AND AGAIN
ARRESTED.

In the habeas corpus case of Ernest
Petitpain, charged with being an acces-
eory before and after the fact tothe mur-
der of W. P. Carter, Judge Rightor, on
Saturday morning, rendered the follow-
ing decision

In virtue of :rhela 83 of the constita-
tion, the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth District
Courts are vested with exclusive jaris-
diction in all civil cases, except probate,
when the sum in contest is above 100,

{exclusive of interest, and also with snch
farther jurisdiction, not inconsistent
with the terms of thay article, as shall
be conferred by law.

Tre law has confemd jurisdiction to
said courts in the mnt;ur of issuing the
writ of habeas corpus. [Code of rac-
tice, articles 791, S27. Ray s Revised
Statutes, section 1985.] There is nothing
in this grant of power inconsistent with
the constitution ; it is no where restrict-
ed to cases of 1mpnwnmeu|: or depriva-
tion of liberty arising in purely civil
matters.

This court is therefore vested with
power to grant this wnt.

On the merite, it seems that the rela-
tor, haying been once arrested oa the
charge of being accessory before and
atter the fact to the mm-der of Wni. P
Carter, was released on bond given for
hu appearance before the Superior Crim-

urt, was reariested on substan-
ually the same charge and by order of
the eame court (Kecorder of the I'irst
District) oomnuttedto o Prrish Prisor,
‘where he i3 now in keej

The court -thinks thnt when the Re-
corder reqbored and obtained from the
prisoner a bond for his appearance befors
the Superior Criminal Court he exhauas:-
ed his jorisdiction and the prisoner was
at liberty under said bond until oshes-
‘wise ordered by the Judge of the court
before which he was sent to anawer.
Otherwise parties might be harassod and
persecuted by repeated arrests upon the
same charge, an abuse which the law ab-

ors.

This principle has received a very re-
cent sanction from our Saupreme Court,
in the case of the State vs. James Aa-
gustine et al., 29

Let the nmoner be dusclmrgad.

RE-ARRESTED.

Immediately after release Petitpain
was rearrested and locked up in the
Third Station. pending consultation by
the Chief of Police with the Governor
and the Attorney General. The latter
not being in the city, the case was re-
ferred to the Assi t Attorney G b
who was of opinion that a ecivil coart
had no jurisdiction in the case.

Louis Lallaurie, Petitpain’s bondsman,
subsequently withdrew his bund in the
First Recorder’s Courf, alleging bhe
feared Petitpain would leave the State.

At 1 o’clock Petitpain was again ar-
raigned in the First Recorder’s Court
and remanded to prison without benefit
ef bail.

Petitpain’s counsel afterwards apolied
to Judge Rightor for another writ of
babeas corpus. The case was argued at
5 P. M., yesterday, and taken under ad-
visement untii to-morrow, at 11 A. M.
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