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roads, and all the dusty, . noisy, hurly-
burly of the great advancement ma-
terially, of the town appeals so much
to me as its time-mellowed and time-

ton market in the State,” says a re-
liable authority.

_And again Prof, 8. A, Knapp, spec-
ial agent of the United States Apri-

According to the ceﬁsus of April 1
tng i Pru &,
306, the official population of Opelou-
sas is 5111, In 1900 it was 3826,
This increase of six years is dus to thé

hallowed aspects. 1 like this latter fcultural Department, i3 quoted as|coming of new railroads, a vast expas-

the imagination and sentiment. No|

vme cam-lnak at the old jith |
their spacious ana 2 homes with

and the old, grand trees that fling
snch mighty shadows, without a feel-

‘All things considered, if you were
to aceept a track of land in_ the Usi
range of farm crops and fruits, and
to their profitable production, it is

condition, because of its appeal to|saying this about St. Landry parish: | Sion of lamber business and a health
Hy,

growth in millisondr o very  Hark
ORI i e number of new |
buildings erected during the last year.
Among these are forty or fifty private

residences, some of which are very|

of the i_q'igh school, is allowed twelve
assistants, as follows: First assist-
ant, tobe supplied, Miss Belle Dupre,

inexhaustible hardwood forests that
lie in this parish—thousands and thou-
sands of acres of practically virgin

Miss Effie Dimmick, Miss B, Hebrard,

Edwards, Misy, Hilda, Magor
and Miss Olive McKnight.

 There is.a private school of long
standing and great merit, the Opelou-
gas Female Institute, under the direc-

Mot

The ‘Cat-

oak, ash and other hardwood forests.
ut the.parish sp

1
Sl
at least two mills to cut this hard-
wood into lumber and sizes suitable
for the laths of the buggy factory,

Sanders, and shows that he could not
have even avoided the  difficul-
ty, as he was pursued into his place
of husiness, by the man whom he shot

Miss Gertrude Sandoz,  Mrs. E. Nash {Sawmills are being erected through- aftor being ¥icunely. asssnltad st

the rear witha brick. Mr, T, Austin
thig matter at af laget & g
parﬂfs%l.aanprf "B dndeks Biniselr "Sook

paing to explain it whenever he was
asked to. The rumors injthis parish,

fﬂmbt made a full explanation of months, after which time he returned -

pistol and fired, The night of the
shooting Mr. Sanders &tartid an-ho:g:: i
hack for Arkansas and the Indian

Territory, whera he lived under the
name of W. 8. Perkins for about ten

voluntarily and gurrendered for fwial
" Fraoklin, La, June 5, 1907,
1 wasthe presiding Judge at the trial
of 1. Y. Sanders, had hefore the 19th = -

. ing akin to reverence, and, maybe,|doubtful if anything superior to this tion of Mrs, M. M. Hayes. the wagon factory, the ax-handlelas I understand were that he|Judicial District Court, then holding

handsome. Several buildings  for

How many have eome to and forever

left these old homes! How many hap- | about the climate of St. Landry,
faith ’“neath | there is yet much to be published “to "

py lovers have plighted

these old trees, whose dust reposes|the world
in near or distant cemeteries! Thesible, in fact more than

i thoughts that Jie too deep for tears.|could be found.”

Much has been said and written
and

It is pos-
probable,

in this regard.

rosy light that once bloomed in the|that Opelousas, by a campaign of

beautiful face of the young of long|education, can be made
is now changed to pallors of | winter resort for wealty persons who
Certain it iz that|are forever hunting changa of cli-

ago,
tottering age.

Opelousas has what no money andmate from November to April.

a great

Her

energy ean buy: grand old trées, a|winter climate is a gift that might
lovely longevity, which, like “distance, | well be exploited by her real estate

lends enchantment”

homes about whose shape linger soft- | men.
So, time | thousand is surely a good argument

est and sweetest memories.

to the view;!agents and public spirited business

A death rate of eight per

has been ne architect of ruin or mum- | for health in general.

bling decrepitude, but a historian who
has written an epic both materialand
gpiritual. Here in a patricianism of |
the soul, which is a finer lineage than |
that of Norman blood or stamp or
coronats, has lived for generations
the  upbought and unpurchaseable
grace of life. Here the “nurse of
manly sentiment” in its “fair homan-
ities” of the training of pure and
lofty homes, has reared her citizen-
ship, and the graces of wealth and
culture and refinement of a century |
or more, have softened and adorned,
with their amenities, her people.
OPELOUSAS OF TODAY.

But to turn to the Opelousas of to-
day, her progress, her energy and her|
commercial advantages and activities.
Among the foremost and most im-
portant features, she has three great
trunk lines, each after all the busi-
ness it can get. That competition
is the life of trade is an old saying,
and in her railroads Opelousas has a
good starter,

The Southern Pacific has long treat-
od Opelonsas as a branch line, and,
aven now, gives her but one frain a
day. But,in the Colorado Southern,
the great Rock Island system, the
town is given an ever-widening path-
way to the outside world. Ere long
Opelousas will be opened up east and
south with New Orleans, and north
and west with California.

The Gould system is here. It goes
to Crowley, and, without doubt, will
push further west to some connec-
tion with the same system, which will

PARISH OF ST. LANDRY.
As to the natural resources of Bt

large tracts of hard wood and pine
and some superb cypress yet re-
nains.

The parish is rapidly becoming a
perfect network of railroads. Within
the last few years three hundred or
more miles of railroad have been built
or are under conatruetion.

It is stated that one of the preat-
est irrigation schemes of Louisiana
has been financed for this parish.

As Opelousas is the capital it must
be gauged largely by its environment,
which, of course, is St. Landry par-
ish. A real estate firm, as an al
larement to investors and homeseek-
ers, prints the following:

Do you know that St. Landryis the
empire parish of Louisiana?

That Opelousas and vicinity is the
healthiest section of the great Sounth-
west? That St. Landry produces
more cotton than any parish in
Lonisiana?

That Opelovsas ging more cotton
than any town in the State?

That there are more improvements
now under construction in and around
Opelonsas than any locality in the
South in propertion to population?
| That farm and timber lands are
cheaper near Opelousas than lands of

anywhere else in the Union?

equal quality and climatic conditions

That St. Landry has more well-bred

public uses are noted, one of which is
the passenger depotof the Colorado
Southern. i
Not only is the record of the past
year a notable one,” but more and
greater improvements are contemp-
lated, The Catholics will build anex-
ceedingly handsome chureh shortly.
A concrete block factoryis one of the
industries here, and promoters are
ready to erect another large lumier
mill. There iz aleo a movement to
asphalt anumber of the public streets.
1t is understood that a public park
is on the programme. There are
several sites a short distance from
the city which will provide beautiful
locations for pleasure grounds. A
park would also help to promotea

Landry parish, there is considerable |street railway. Even now it is a
of timbkr. Immense white oaks are E:ﬁtjd_ distance across Opelpqsas. and |
no uncommon sight, while there are|waiting on ‘buges and driving

over |
dusty roads is not pleasant, Again
the city is spreading out rapidly, and
a street railway will soon be an absolute
necesaity.
LEAGUES FOR PROGRESS.

A most important phase of progress
has lately erystallized in the formation
of a civic league, which organization
has for its purposo the perfect sanifa-
tion and beautifying of the town.
This learue is a womon's movement,

for Opelousas and the parish of St.
Landry. Mrs. Gilbert I.. Dupreis the
president. ~ Mrs, Miller Anderson the
gecretary. The police jury has tarned
the courthouse square over io the
ladies {br repair and ornamentation
and has appropriated a som of money
for that purpose.

Opelonsas also has a Progressive
League, with M. L. Swords president
and E. J. Sullivdn secretary. Be-
tween these two organizations, both
of which stand for everything that
spells progress, there is no telling
how much Opelousas will grow within
the next few years.

The town has a3 fine elecirie light-
ing system and miles of cement side-
walks, on all the prineipal streets.
The waterworks is in good shape.
There is a pumping plant and a large
reservoir eighty-six feet sbove the

and its future is bright with promise | This organization has established a

holies have a convent and the Academ

of Immaculate Conception. :

The papers of the town are the
Opelousas  Courier, the St. Landry|
Clarion and the Lookout. The latter |
is a Methodist religious paper, edited
by the pastor of the church here, Rev.
Holder. - The editor of the Courier is
Leonce Sandoz, who has issued his pa-
per since June, 1865, shortly after
his return from the Confederate army
when it surrendered. Mr. Sandoz is
organizing a semi-weekly to have the
same name, the Opelousas Courier,
and he intends o install 2 monotype
and press,

The St. Landry Clarion is compara-
tively a new paper and is edited by
Raymond Breaunx, with George Bour-
dier as business manager. Although
young, the publication has the name
of being most vigorous, ever devoted
to advancing the material .interests
of the town.

Opelousas is also strong en frater-
nities. The Masons, K. of P, K. of
H, A 0.U. W, W.0. W,, Red Men
K. of (., C. K. A., and Elks are well
representad. The Masons have a
handsome temple. _
Not only has Opelousas a fine base- |
ball club, which stands well to the
front in the Gulf Coast Leagne’s con-
teat, but she also boasts of a firsf-
class cornet band, Perrodin’s by name.

band pavilion and hall for dancing,

A cotton exchange, with direct
wires to the leading market centers,
is another important feature of the
town's commereial activities,

Then there is a fine indastry in the
ghape of an oil mill. J. R, Norman
is president of the concern, Dr. J. A,
Haas, vice president, and A. L. Stagg,
secretary and treasurer. Ike Lichen-
stein is president of another large
| goneern, a cotton compress compaby.
| Three banks take care of fhefin-
ances of the town: The People’s
State Bank, David Roos, president,
{and J. J. Perrodin, cashier; St. Lan-
dry State Bank, J. A. Haas, president,
1.'J. Thompson, vice president, -and
L. T. Castille, cashier; and the Opel-
ousas National Bank, E. B. Dubuisson,
president, J. B. Sandoz, vice presi-
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not far from the courthouse square.|

factory, ete, One of these saw-mills
~—the Rutledge-Nigh's mill—is now
in conrse of construction in this city,
and the other, to be established by
Mayor Sibille of Sunsef, will he com-
menced shortly, This hardwood lum-
ber will have to be shipped to the dis-
tant factory, manufaetured into our
buggies and wagons and plowshares.
and other utilities and refurned here
for the market. .

“Opelousas wanticotton mills, - St.
Landry is the largest cotton-growing
parish in the State, and its crops
would furnish several mills. There is

Inow a movement for a cotton mill on

the co-operative plan, and there is no
reason why it should not succeed.
“Opelousas wants 3 eentral sugar
refinery. Sugar cane is raised in St.
Landry every bit as productive, both
in tonnage and saccharine matter, as
that of the sugar balt, and fortunes
have been made here in the past in
sugar culture, which, for lack of rBil-
road facilities, has gone practically
into diguse.

“(ipelonsas wants canning factories.
Fruits grow and thrive in this parish
with very little aitention, The soil
is adapted to the culture of every
vegetahle. This season tomatoes
1arge and more luscious than the high-
priced ones on sale on the Ifalian

things in the factory line that Opel-
onsas wants and wants bad. >

“Opelousas has been practically
isolated all its life. One small branch
road afforded all the railroad facili-
fles it possessed. Capital was chary
of this condition, of being dependent
on one branch road, and mnever con-
sidered, never investigated fthe un-
exceled advaniages of St. Landry
parish and Opelousas.  Now, how-
ever, this drawhack has been removed
‘by the establishment of the Colorado
Southern, New Orleans and Pacific
Railroad, the great Friseo system
and the Opelousas, Gulf and North-

gystem, opening up direck communi-
eation with the great markets of the
world. '

“tof the 29th (Monday) last, While it

eastern Railroad, a link of the Gould

was g ‘murderer,’ and it was to these
rumors that he gave the emphatic
and ungualified He. That he had shot
a man, when protecting himself in
his full and just rights, he never de-
nied, and related the incident to me
in New Orleans some months ago.”

Judge Allen’s statement is dated
June b, 1907; that of Capt. Allen
‘February 5, 1907, and that of Mr.
immons July 18, 1907,

Begides these the Clarion gives the
statement of Don Caffery, Jr., the
bitter political opponent of Mr. San-
ders, a gentleman about the same age
ag Mr. Sanders himself. This state-
ment was published in the Picayune

o

aprees materially with the statements
of Judge Allen, the presiding Judge
(who heard all of the evidence) and
of the eye witnesses, it will he noticed
that it differs as to the nature of the
wound, Mr, Caffery in the newspagér
article saying that Petipain was shot
in the back, whila Judge Allen swears
under oath that “The ball struck Peti-
pain in the sids and glancing on & rib
passed under his skin around his

body, making a painful  bub
not  dangerous  wound.” Judge
A. C, Allen is corrcborated by

Capt. Allen, who =ays:  “As San-
ders was falling, he drew a pistol

our opinion cuts very little figure,
1t is not to be expected that a boy—
nor 4 man, as far as that is concern-
ed-—on  being cowardly assaulted by
| being hit in the mouth with a brick
by a grown man will pick the exact
spob where to shoof him, particolarly
when he is dazed and staggeridg
from the blow, : ;

The boy’s flight from the scene is
satisfactorily explained by Judge Al
len, when the gentleman says: - “San-
ders went away. THE FACTS IN THE
CASE SHOW THAT THERE WAS N¢ NEED
TOR M T co—hut le was young;
his father was dead, and there
was no one  there . to  advise
him eorrectly.  He returned, how-
ever, voluntarily, for trial at the
FIRST TERM OF COURT after he

saggion in the parish of St. Mary. He
was charged with the shooting of 4
man by the name of Petipain. He
was prosecuted by  Hon. Walter JI.

Sothon, District Attorney, and de-
fended by Hon. Donalson Caffery, Sr. |
~ Banders, at the time of his trouble
with Petipain, was a boy, not more
than deventeen years old, while Pefi-.
pain had passed the age of majority.
~ After this trouble Sanders disap-
peared, because of incorrect advice,
but sometime afterwards he volun-

tarily presented himself to the court

for trial. ; { e
He wan tried on the 18th day of
September, 1889.. " o
The District Attorney, aler intro-
ducing the evidence of all thi. State’'s
witnesses, Including that of mr. Peti-
pain, abandoned the case, stating that
the State had made out ne case
against the defendant. [ agreed
with the District Attorney, and in-
structed the jury to render a verdict
of “Not guilty,” which they did with-
out leaving their seats.
No other evidence was possible un-
der the evidence and the law appli-
cable to the case. Young Sanders
seted clearly on the defensive when
he shof Petipain. . .
The evidence on the trial disclosed,

that Petipain was a clerk on the

stands were peddled on our streets | from his pocket and fired, hitting|Steamboat Saccharine, a freight boat
before the imported ones appeared, | Petipain in the side, which side was | which wsssicun!;ﬁng i B;;:)g,', rg!m}',:;
t‘m‘sed within a mile of the eity limits. | turned to Sanders by the delivery of | and that Sanders was an under em-
“These are only a few of the many|the blow.” This poinf, however, in|ploye in the sugar honse on the Luck-

land Plantation, in the parish of 8¢,
Mary. :
On the night of the difficulty, the
Saccharine landed at the Luckland
sugar hopse to take on a carload of
sugar, Petipain wilfully and without
cause refused to sign a bill of lading
for the sugar. . ;
While Sanders was insisbing on his
signing the bill-of-lading. Petipain
called him a liar, and Sanders in-
atantly slapped him in the faee.
Petipain left the sugar house, saying
that he would retprn and avenge him-
self on Sanders. o
The Captain, who was in bed on
the hoat at the time, on being in~
formed of the trouble, dressed him- -
self and went into the sngar house
to. investigate the matter. After in- -

give an outlet to the Pacific coast,
for there is mo denying that Gould is
destined for San Francisco. Thus it
is that the path of the transcontinen-
tal trunk lines lie through the city of
Opelounsas.
Credit for the presence of the
(iould system here is due largely to
: : Hon. Thos. H. Lewis, a prominent
.* . lawyer of Opelousas, He and a few
L pasnciates eriginated the 0. G & N.
E., and succeeded in financing it
‘through men ideatified with the Gould
lines, until the latter tookhold of the| The parish officers of St. Landry are:
new road and now control it entirely.i M. L. Swords, sheriff; Hon. E. T. Lewis,
A better illustration of what energy!judge; R. Lee Garland, distriet attor-" artesian propositions.

live stock than any place in Louisiana?

That 8. Landry ships more eggs
and poultry than any parish in the
State?

That there is more margin of profit
in an investment in St. Landry than
atany place in the South or Southwest?

That you onght to investigate this
section of the country?

That Dpelousas people inviteyou to
become one of them?

PARISH AND CITY UFFICERS.

_ “Opelousas, with its near 6000 pop-
ulation, has very little in the manu-
factaring line. It has ome of the
Jargest cottonseed oilmills: in  the
State; it has two compresses, one of

them the Luce compress, the new My Simmans, and the minutes of the
Ifrmceaa of ‘eomp‘{etaﬁmg zc'ottu:m ei;rec,t et
from the gin, and the only one of its{ AFFERY'S STATE - | hind Sanders and struck him a vicious
kind, | beieve, o this comntry, g MR- CAVPBRYS STATEMBRR 1y, oith SPhalt of a fire brick which
has four modern cotton gins, & brick| “The case in which Lietenant Gov- 1y, pold in his hand. As he was in.
factory of large capacity, a factory | ernor Sanders was charged withshoot-| 0 4ot of stricking some one made
for the manufactare of concrete|ing a man, in the Parish of St Mary, |, .volamation of warning, and San-
blocks for building and ornamental | has been much. discussed, and 1 have|jory in urning around recsived t
parposes, an ice factory—and that's | found it necessary af times to correct| e
all” . M. B HILLYARD. 'varions exsggerations concerning it.} Continned on Page Seven

was indicted.” S

' We first publish the statement of
Don Caffery, made in the Pieayune of
the 20th, and the sworn statements
of Judge ‘Allen, Captain Allen and

vealigation, the Captain signed the
bill-of-lading which Petipain had re-
fused to sign, and remained in the
building, superiutending the loading
of the tugar. Sanders proceeded
with his work. ~ Ahout twenty min-
utes afferwards Petipain came up be-

dent, and A. Leon Dupre, cashier,
While Opelousas may boast of hav-
ing a hotel, the main building of

ground, with a capacity of 80,000
gallons and a pressure of sixty pounds
to the square inch. The streels are
laid with water mains and fire plugs!which is the oldest structure of jts
are located at every necessary point. |kind in the State, there is now under

At a cost of $11,000 the fown|construction a hotel of red pressed
anthorities have put down an artesian  brick, three stories high and with
well to a depth of 2000 feet where! forty rooms. -
salt water was the reward. However;! The Opelousas Gun and Rod Club,
the quest for drinking water has mot|of which F. Charleville is president,
vet been given up. Two strikes of 'has recently purchased a tract of
fine water were made, one at 1200 |land on the 0. G. and N. E., and has
feot and the other at 1750 feet, and | erected a handsome clubhouse thereon.
it is hoped to make both of these!It is stated that this club has ene of
' the finest fishing grounds in the State.




